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Introduction

This document contains the management plans for Eurimbula and Deepwater National Parks, Eurimbula and
Deepwater Resources Reserves, and Joseph Banks and Broadwater Conservation Parks and Mouth of Baffle

Creek Conservation Park 2.These plans contain strategies to manage these areas under the Nature Conservation
Act 1992.

These management plans provide a regional approach to management and planning for the major coastal
protected areas of the Agnes Water/1770 area.The parks covered by this document have related natural and
cultural values and complementary recreation opportunities, settings and visitor groups and share management
resources.

For ease of reference, the collective area of Eurimbula and Deepwater National Parks, Joseph Banks and
Broadwater Conservation Parks, Mouth of Baffle Creek Conservation Park 2 and Eurimbula and Deepwater
Resources Reserves will be referred to in this document as the ‘protected areas of the Agnes Water/ 1770 area.
(refer to map 1)

1 Management directions and purposes

[.1 DIRECTIONS

The protected areas of the Agnes Water/1770 area will be managed to preserve their exceptional natural and
cultural values. Over much of the area, self-reliant, nature-based recreation will dominate and the natural and
cultural heritage values will remain largely undisturbed.

Visitors to the area will be able to experience a variety of recreation opportunities offered by the protected
area estate ranging from easily accessed day use areas to a remote experience.

Low-key visitor facilities which are sensitively managed and sited, will be concentrated in recreation nodes
within the various protected areas allowing the remaining area to be conserved in as natural a state as possible.

Mining of mineral sands may occur in the resources reserves in the future.

|.2 OVERALL PURPQOSES

The purposes of management for the protected areas of the Agnes Water/1770 area will be to ensure:

Conservation
* the biodiversity within the protected areas is conserved;

* species of conservation significance, vegetation and animal habitats are protected from the impacts
associated with increasing human use;

* fire management plans are developed to maintain the mosaic of vegetation and habitat types:
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* identified rare and threatened species are studied and any necessary conservation measures are identified
and implemented; and

* that the uninterrupted vistas of the coastal areas and headlands are retained and

programs to rehabilitate degraded sites are undertaken.

Visitor use
* avariety of recreation opportunities is offered;

* quality recreation experiences are available through the appropriate design, siting and maintenance of all
visitor facilities;

* relevant research and educational study is encouraged;

* visitor use is monitored and where necessary, visitor management strategies are adjusted to protect natural
and wilderness values;

* visitor enjoyment of the area is enhanced through improved interpretation and education; and

* sites which pose a potential risk to visitor safety are identified and the risk managed appropriately.



Cultural heritage

«  cultural and historical significance of the area is investigated, management strategies are developed, and
where appropriate, cultural sites and/or significant historic sites are interpreted to the public.

Mineral resources

- provide opportunities for mining of the mineral sand deposits of the resources reserves in an
environmentally responsible manner, should such operations prove economic in the future.

2 Basis for management

2.1 REGIONAL CONTEXT

South-East Queensland biogeographic region’s Bustard/Baffle coast is part of an ecosystem of coastal lowlands
which forms a natural region from Gladstone south to Coffs Harbour in New South Wales.

The area has strong links to the Great Sandy Region in terms of its landscape components, climate, soils and
vegetation. The extensive beaches and abundant waterways, diverse coastal vegetation and fauna, a range of
reef, ocean and estuary based activities and undeveloped landscape make the Agnes Water/1770 area a
growing visitor destination.

Urban and rural residential development along the coast, in conjunction with increasing visitor numbers, has
intensified coastal usage at a number of locations. This has placed additional management demands on the
protected area estate and foreshore reserves.

Mineral sand deposits held under mining leases in the coastal high dunes and stranded beach ridges of the
district may or may not be economic to work in the future. Some of these extend into the two resources
reserves.

2.2 PLANNING AREA

The planning area is composed of two national parks (Deepwater and Eurimbula National Parks), three
conservation parks (Joseph Banks and Broadwater and Mouth of Baffle Creek Conservation Park 2) and two
resources reserves (Eurimbula and Deepwater Resources Reserves).The linking of these seven protected areas
into one planning scheme and this one document is desirable as they have related natural and cultural values,
complementary recreation opportunities and share management resources.

Eurimbula National Park is divided into three sections, separated by the Tanti Holding and the Worthington-
Pine Creek Timber Reserves.The coastal section of Eurimbula National Park, consisting of sandy lowlands, was
gazetted in 1977.Arthurs Seat section in the mountains to the west was gazetted in 1979.The Rodds Peninsula
section was gazetted in 1991 bringing the total area of Eurimbula National Park to 11 970ha.

Eurimbula Resources Reserve encompasses the low coastal area between Middle Creek, Eurimbula Creek and
Bustard Bay north of Eurimbula National Park.

Deepwater National Park is divided into two sections.The coastal section of Deepwater was gazetted in 1988.
The Round Hill section was gazetted as a separate national park in 1979, but was amalgamated with Deepwater
National Park in 1994.

Deepwater Resources Reserve encompasses the high dunes and swales immediately adjacent the northern
boundary of Deepwater National Park.

Joseph Banks Conservation Park is situated to the north and east of the Town of Seventeen Seventy and
includes nearly all the undeveloped terrain about the Round Hill Headland.

Broadwater Conservation Park is located at the mouth of the Broadwater estuary 30km south of Agnes Water.
It is divided into two sections — Mitchell Creek (I 30ha) and Broadwater Creek (339ha).

Mouth of Baffle Creek Conservation Park 2 has an area of 125.45ha and is located 50km north-west of
Bundaberg.
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‘ 2.3 PERMITS AND AGREEMENTS

| A number of activities within the protected areas are subject to current permits or agreements which have
' considerable relevance in planning and management. These are:

| * aspecial (stock grazing) lease for the western side of the coastal section of Eurimbula National Park;

* an authority for the extraction of water and associated pipeline alignments has been issued under the
Nature Conservation Act 1992 and the Nature Conservation Regulations 1994 to the relevant local government
over part of Joseph Banks Conservation Park;

* mining leases issued under the Mineral Resources Act 1989 over the Eurimbula and Deepwater Resources
Reserves;

* the resources reserves are jointly managed by the Department of Environment (DoE) and the Department
of Mines and Energy, with the former being primarily responsible for conservation and recreation matters,
and the Department of Mines and Energy being primarily responsible for the management of mining;

* aproposal for the Miriam Vale Shire Council to be gazetted as trustees under the Nature Conservation Act
1992 and jointly manage in association with DoE, the Joseph Banks, Broadwater and Mouth of Baffle 2
Conservation Parks;

* astock grazing permit which expires in 1999 for the Swan Point area of Rodds Peninsula section of
| Eurimbula National Park; and

\ * three commercial activity permits for tourist purposes have been issued over protected areas in the vicinity
| of Agnes Water/1770.

2.4VALUES OF THE PROTECTED AREAS OF
THE AGNES WATER/ 1770 AREA

Landscape and scenery

i From ancient parallel sand dunes, complex wetlands and low-lying woodlands to windswept headlands and the
imposing bluffs of Arthurs seat, the protected areas of the Agnes Water/| 770 area represent a diverse

‘ landscape of high scenic quality.

|

Biodiversity

The protected areas of the Agnes Water/1770 area have high conservation significance because each protected
area conserves unique aspects of the region’s diverse vegetation and habitats. Deepwater National Park
represents a largely intact mosaic of dune and wetland vegetation no longer available in many parts of

‘ Queensland. In addition to the high structural and floral diversity of Eurimbula National Park, the transition of
} vegetation and landform is unique in central Queensland. A significant example is the low-lying rainforest found
; on the coastal sand ridges. The only other such occurrence is in the Cooloola and Fraser Island sections of

\ Great Sandy National Park.

The complex habitat types represented by the various protected areas provide viable and valuable habitat for
an abundance of native fauna. Deepwater National Park also provides a natural buffer along the eastern
beaches, an important site for nesting turtles.

The conservation of the seven protected areas in the vicinity of Agnes Water/1770 provides a good
| opportunity to conserve a full transition of landform and associated habitats from the coastal high dunes to the
freshwater system of the interior, from the fringing mangroves, low-lying rainforest and woodland to the
montane heaths of Arthur’s Seat.

Water catchment

The protected areas’ wetlands and streams provide valuable fish habitats and nurseries. Whilst detailed
knowledge of the freshwater fauna in these localities is limited, the geographic location would point to a
, diversity of species, rather than an abundance.

Deepwater Creek and its tributaries lie partly within Deepwater National Park.This creek system comprises
one of the few remaining intact acid freshwater systems in Queensland. The conservation of Deepwater

‘ National Park (including the Round Hill section) and Broadwater Conservation Park provides the opportunity
to conserve a significant portion of this significant coastal freshwater system.

|



Cultural values

The protected areas are part of the territory of the Gooreng Gooreng Aboriginal people. Comprehensive
surveys to identify the cultural resource base in these areas are yet to be undertaken.The rich marine and
freshwater resources in and around the protected areas suggest that further investigation is likely reveal
additional archaeological evidence of Aboriginal occupation. Given the antiquity of the dune formations, there
is the possibility that any archaeological material located may be of considerable age.

The protected areas have high historical significance, in particular Joseph Banks Conservation Park which is
considered to be Captain Cook’s first landing place in Queensland. In recognition of this first contact point, the
whole of the park has been listed on the Queensland Heritage Register.

Recreation values

The protected areas include extensive portions where there is little evidence of human interference, providing
experiences of remoteness, solitude and timelessness. The reserves’ natural vegetation and wetlands, as well as
adjacent sandy beaches, oceanic and estuarine elements, create extensive opportunities for nature-based and
outdoor recreation, in keeping with these attributes.

Education values

The protected areas provide an ideal natural and cultural resource for formal and informal education.
Opportunities can be allowed for all sectors, including school groups and local interest groups, can use the
protected area system to study the diversity of ecosystems. Public appreciation of the protected areas’ values
can be increased by reference to the conspicuous impacts of development on the coastal zone and associated
communities.

Scientific values

All aspects of the protected area environments, from the biological components to the social components,
present opportunities for scientific research.

The research data gathered on turtles make Wreck Rock in Deepwater National Park an important site for
research. This area provides a relatively safe and convenient research base.

The protected areas have potential as control sites for the evaluation of rehabilitation techniques for mineral
sand extraction areas and the associated coastal wetland systems.

Tourism and economic values

Protected areas can make a substantial contribution to regional development by providing natural resources
that attrace visitors to rural regions. The protected areas of the Agnes Water/1770 area, when included with the
offshore marine parks are, and can increasingly be recognised as, a major tourist attraction in the region.They
offer significant economic benefits to the Miriam Vale shire and, with proper planning, to the local communities
of the Town of 1770 and Agnes Water.

Deepwater Resources Reserve contains the southern-most extensions of a major mineral sand ore body (rutile,
zircon and ilmenite) which trends southwards from Agnes Water. If this proves economic to work in the future,
there would be a major economic benefit to the area as well as the surrounding regional and state economies.

Eurimbula Resources Reserve contains a small deposit of ilmenite which is uneconomic on its own but may be

economic to work if mining operations are established elsewhere in the district.
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2.5 MANAGEMENT SETTINGS

Management settings have been applied to the protected areas of the Agnes Water/1770 area.This scheme will
promote consistent and appropriate management both within and between protected areas. Each setting has
specific defined characteristics of management which were defined by considering;

*  policy, tenure or legislative factors:

* requirements to protect biodiversity and cultural values;

* recreation opportunities;

* Mmanagement requirements;

* visitor safety; and

*  special uses and existing facilities and structures.

The following table gives a general description of the management settings applied to the protected areas of the
Agnes Water/1770 area. These settings are reflected in the desired outcomes and proposed policies, guidelines,
and actions for each of the seven protected areas. For the management plan of each protected area there is a
map indicating the management setting/s applied.



Table |

MANAGEMENT SETTING CLASS

modern human
activity. Usually
large remote
areas.

Inconspicuous
evidence of
modern human
activity in small
limited areas.
Larger
disturbance in
resources
reserves if
mining occurs.

modern human
activity apparent
at specific sites.

activity apparent
at some sites.

Management
criteria  |[Remote - natu Natural Natural - Recreation Developed
recreation
Principal Conservation, Conservation, Conservation, Conservation, High level
purposes low level low level low to medium medium level recreation,
recreation recreation; level recreation recreation, presentation,
possibly short- presentation; conservation;
term mining in limited resource | limited resource
resources use use
reserves.
Description Pristine natural Predominantly Predominantly Mostly natural Modified
areas with natural areas, natural areas, areas, but with immediate
minimal with only slight | with some disturbance and | environment but
evidence of disturbance. disturbance and | modern human with natural or

rural background.
Human activity
conspicuous.
Small areas
usually near edge
of a protected
area.
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