
Cape York Heritage Assessment Grant program 

Guidelines  

Overview 

The Department of Environment and Science (department) acknowledges the outstanding culture and 

natural environments of Cape York Peninsula, and that there continues to be opportunity for these to be 

better recognised and protected.   

The Cape York Heritage Assessment Grant program will provide funding for Traditional Owners in Cape 

York Peninsula to undertake a Heritage assessment of all, or part of, their Country. This assessment will 

be used to support First Nations groups to make an application for National Heritage listing. The National 

Heritage list is administered by the Australian Government who determine which sites are eligible for 

listing. National Heritage listing can provide better protection and recognition of the area.  

The grant funding can be used to engage with your community to determine the area to be nominated 

and/or to engage a consultant to assist in the preparation of a National Heritage submission.  

Applications must meet the eligibility criteria and will be awarded through a competitive assessment 

process. 

Applications close midnight AEST, Friday 28 October 2022.

Organisations eligible to apply 

The following organisations are eligible to apply for funding under the Cape York Heritage Assessment 

Grant program:  

• Not-for-profit Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisations incorporated under the Associations

Incorporations Act 1981, Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) Act 2006, as

administered by Office of the Registrar of Indigenous Corporations (ORIC), or other legislation e.g. a

Land Trust incorporated under the Aboriginal Land Act 1991.

• Deed of Grant in Trust (DOGIT) community councils or Aboriginal Shire Councils that are applying on

behalf of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander groups, or a group representing these bodies.

• Incorporated, not-for-profit organisations applying on behalf of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

groups that are able to demonstrate that they have the authority of, and will work in partnership with,

the Traditional Owners for areas on which they intend to undertake activities with the grant funds.

Applicants will need to provide evidence that they meet one of the above criteria. 

Funding availability 

Total funding of $300,000 is available for this grant program. Applicants are eligible to apply for one 

grant under the program and may seek funding of $30,000 to $50,000 (GST exclusive).  
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Eligible projects and activities 

Activities that contribute to the documentation, protection, and recognition of cultural heritage areas in 
Cape York Peninsula by Traditional Owners will be considered for funding.  

Projects can include a range of activities comprising: 

• Undertaking cultural heritage assessments of First Nations cultural places. It is preferred that such an

assessment should meet the requirements of Part 6 of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2003 or

Torres Strait Islander Cultural Heritage Act 2003 for a cultural heritage study that enables a place to

be recorded on Queensland’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultural Heritage Register.

• Holding meetings to determine the location, boundaries, and scope of a Heritage assessment and /or

an application for National Heritage.

• Establishing the relevant information and preparing an application for nomination on the National

Heritage List to the Australian Government.

• Further information regarding Cultural Heritage Studies can be found here

https://www.qld.gov.au/firstnations/environment-land-use-native-title/cultural-heritage/cultural-

heritage-studies

Ineligible projects and activities 

Project expenditure that will not be considered for funding includes: 

• overseas or interstate travel

• conference or seminar attendance

• administration fees of more than 15 per cent of total project costs.

Application process 

The application and all supporting information and documentation must be submitted in full by the 

closing date.   

Step 1 

Read these guidelines carefully to see if your organisation and project are eligible. 

Step 2 

Email the World Heritage Team at world.heritage@des.qld.gov.au to discuss any questions you have 

prior to submitting your application. 

Step 3 

Create and submit your application: 

• All applications must be submitted using SmartyGrants, the department’s online grants administration

platform available via this link Cape York Heritage Assessment Grant

https://des.smartygrants.com.au/CYHA.

• New users will need to set up a free SmartyGrants account. If you already have an account, you can

login using your existing details.

• The application requires you to provide key milestones and a budget for your proposed project, along

with other supporting information.

Submit your application before midnight AEST, Friday 28 October 2022. 

https://www.qld.gov.au/firstnations/environment-land-use-native-title/cultural-heritage/cultural-heritage-studies
https://www.qld.gov.au/firstnations/environment-land-use-native-title/cultural-heritage/cultural-heritage-studies
mailto:world.heritage@des.qld.gov.au
https://des.smartygrants.com.au/CYHA.
https://des.smartygrants.com.au/CYHA


Cape York Heritage Assessment Grant program—2022 Guidelines 

3 

The SmartyGrants Help Guide for Applicants explains the steps you need to take to complete and submit 

your form. If you experience technical difficulties creating an account or completing an online form, 

contact SmartyGrants on (03) 9320 6888. 

Assessment criteria 

Grants will be awarded through a competitive assessment process. 

Applications need to demonstrate the support of the relevant Traditional Owners (including the relevant 

Native Title body, where Native Title rights exist) and landholders.  

Applications will be assessed on the following criteria and the extent to which they: 

• provide the opportunity for additional protection for areas with high levels of culture and natural 
heritage, including those which are likely to be of National and International significance

• provide the opportunity for additional protection for areas which are currently insufficiently 
protected

• demonstrate clear governance arrangements and a sound approach to project delivery

• are based on sound cost estimates and represent value for money.

Applicants should address all relevant criteria in their application and provide the supporting documents 

listed in the checklist within the application.  

Application assessment 

Applications will be assessed by an assessment panel consisting of Queensland Government 

employees. 

The Panel will make funding recommendations to the Director-General, Department of Environment and 

Science, who is the decision maker for all funding recommendations. 

Application outcome 

All applicants will be advised in writing of the outcome of their application. 

Applicants should not commence a project until written approval has been obtained and a legal 

agreement has been signed. Funds shown to be expended before the date of the contract are not able to 

be acquitted against the grant.  

Unsuccessful applicants can email the World Heritage Team World.Heritage@des.qld.gov.au to seek 

feedback on their application. 

Conditions of funding 

1. Applicants must provide all required information at the time of submitting their application.

2. Applicants must agree to provide other relevant information reasonably requested by the department.

3. Applicants will be asked to indicate any ‘commercial in confidence’ issues associated with the

proposal.

4. Successful applicants will be required to hold and provide evidence of the following insurances prior

to the grant being provided: (a) public liability insurance of a minimum of $20 million; (b) workers’

insurance as required under the Work Health and Safety Act 2011.

5. Successful applicants must accept the grant in accordance with the terms and conditions in the grant

deed and legally comply with all requirements. A copy of the standard departmental grant deed is

available upon request. The funded organisation will be provided with information detailing the

financial and operational requirements of the grant.

https://applicanthelp.smartygrants.com.au/help-guide-for-applicants/
mailto:World.Heritage@des.qld.gov.au
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6. The specific grant deed for each successful applicant will be developed using information provided in

the relevant application form, and in negotiation with the approved applicant.

7. All promotional material for the project must acknowledge funding from the Queensland Government.

The final draft of any promotional material using the Queensland Government logo must be approved

by the department before going to print.

8. The department will not reveal to any person any confidential operations, dealings or affairs of the

applicant that it becomes aware of through this agreement, but for publicity purposes, the department

reserves the right to disclose general information about the awarding of grants.

9. Intellectual property rights arising from the project material shall be owned by the applicant.

10. By entering a grant agreement, successful applicants will grant the Queensland Government the

right to use, reproduce and adapt the project material for its own purposes with agreement from the

applicant, and where culturally appropriate.

11. Grant funds must be spent for the purposes stated in the application form and the Grant Deed.

12. Any approved applicant must remain the project host for the duration of the project or until a new

host organisation is approved by the department.

13. The department abides by the Queensland Government’s privacy policies regarding the

management of personal information.

Reporting 

Recipients may be required to submit a progress report during the course of the project. Progress 

reports are to be submitted through SmartyGrants. 

Final report and acquittal 

Recipients will be required to submit a final report and financial acquittal within one month of the 

conclusion of the project. Final reports are to be submitted through SmartyGrants. 

This report must include a detailed expenditure list (for example, a profit and loss statement) for all grant 

expenditure. 

Announcement of successful applicants 

Successful recipients may be announced by the Minister for the Environment and the Great Barrier Reef 

and Minister for Science and Youth Affairs or by the Department of Environment and Science. 

All applicants will be advised of the outcome of their submission by email. 

Further information 

For more information about the Cape York Heritage Assessment Grant program email the World 

Heritage Team at World.heritage@des.qld.gov.au. 

Artwork acknowledgement:  

Artwork developed by Boyd Blackman, a Butchulla and Birri Birri man, featuring the artwork of Elaine Chambers, a 
Koa (Guwa) and Kuku Yalanji woman. 

mailto:World.heritage@des.qld.gov.au

