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Introduction
Queensland’s Protected Area Strategy 2020–2030 was released on  
3 October 2020. The strategy provides a framework to manage and 
grow Queensland’s protected area system. 

This report card outlines what has been achieved during the first 
year of implementing the strategy. It also provides baselines for 
the measures we’ll use to track progress over the coming years. 

In the initial years the Department of Environment and Science 
(the department) is focusing on foundational activities and 
programs to provide a strong basis to build on going forward. We 
are embedding a values-based approach to setting priorities and 
managing protected areas. 

The department is exploring a range of revenue opportunities to 
support growth and management of the protected estate. We are 
better enabling First Nations peoples’ co-stewardship of protected 
areas. Also, we are enhancing our capacity to provide world-
class visitor experiences. This will be achieved through new and 
upgraded infrastructure, in addition to recreational opportunities 
and education programs.

The knowledge generated from these activities and programs will 
help the department to evaluate the progress towards achieving 
the desired outcomes and objectives of the strategy. This 
information will be incorporated into future report cards. 
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Image: Lake Barrine, Crater Lakes National Park

Funding
$28 million 

over four years for expanding 
the public protected area estate

$6 million 
over four years for the Great 

Barrier Reef Island Arks project 
to acquire and protect some of 
the Reef’s most valuable areas

$8 million 
over four years to continue 
the Nature Refuge Program 
and deliver an expanded 

NatureAssist toolkit to 
landowners

$24 million 
over four years to expand the 
Queensland Indigenous Land 

and Sea Ranger Program

$10.1 million 
to upgrade tourism and visitor 

facilities in World Heritage 
areas and national parks

$8.93 million 
in national park infrastructure 
upgrades and enhancements 

as part of the Unite and Recover 
for Queensland Jobs plan
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Achievements

Grow

• Increased the size of Queensland’s national parks and other public  
protected areas:

 — In north Queensland, secured additions to Pinnacles National Park,  
known for its stunning rock formations; and to Wongaloo Conservation 
Park, adjoining the Bowling Green Bay Ramsar site—an important breeding 
site for waterbirds; doubled the size of Halifax Bay Wetlands National Park 
to protect endangered species and important wetlands.

 — In the Wide Bay region, purchased two coastal properties which will adjoin 
Mon Repos Conservation Park and Broad Sound Islands National Park. 
The protection and restoration of these properties will play a key role in 
protecting the most significant loggerhead and flatback turtle nesting and 
rookery sites in eastern Australia.

• Declared eight new nature refuges, including Mount Elliott and Merala nature 
refuges in South East Queensland, which both contain significant habitat for 
a range of threatened species including the koala, spotted-tailed quoll, glossy 
black-cockatoo and Richmond birdwing butterfly.

• Declared the first Special Wildlife Reserve, which provides national park level 
protections on private land. Pullen Pullen Special Wildlife Reserve in western 
Queensland is managed by Bush Heritage Australia in partnership with 
Maiawali First Nations people to protect critical habitat for the endangered 
night parrot.
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Care

• Invested more than $500,000 to support nature refuge landholders to achieve 
conservation outcomes on their properties through funding: 

 — 62 projects such as revegetation, pest and weed control, and fencing, as 
part of the Nature Refuge Landholder Grants program

 — 28 projects to undertake critical fire management planning on their nature 
refuges.

• Working towards carbon neutrality in protected areas, including upgrading the 
power systems at remote parks with solar power; and installing solar panels 
and battery storage to power the Mon Repos Turtle Centre and conservation 
park—enabling the centre to run off almost entirely on renewable energy.

• Enabling First Nations peoples’ co-stewardship:

 — Announcing 54 new ranger positions across 13 communities as part of the 
commitment to double the number of Indigenous Land and Sea Rangers. 
The Queensland Indigenous Land and Sea Ranger Program now supports a 
total of 154 rangers across 37 remote and regional communities.

 — Supporting First Nations groups to deliver outcomes for Country through 
the Looking after Country grant program. In 2020 more than $844,000 was 
invested to support 12 partner organisations to undertake a diverse range 
of projects including bringing back cultural burning, a women’s healing 
camp, and developing country planning material.  

 — Facilitating formal joint management of Mulgumpin (Moreton Island) by 
the state and the Quandamooka people with the passing of the Nature 
Conservation and Other Legislation (Indigenous Joint Management Moreton 
Island) Amendment Bill 2020.

 — Returned ownership of Daintree, Black Mountain, Ngalba Bulal and Hope 
Islands National Parks to Eastern Kuku Yalanji People, and established 
co-stewardship arrangements for the future management of this 160,108 
hectares of land with Jabalbina Yalanji Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC.

 — Collaborating with Traditional Owners on various ecotourism projects 
across the state and executing a 30-year lease with Traditional Owners over 
part of East Trinity Reserve to support eco-cultural tourism.

• Supported protection and recovery of threatened species by implementing the 
Department of Environment and Science Threatened Species Program:

 — Continued predator control at Astrebla Downs National Park in Central 
Queensland, resulting in record numbers of endangered bilbies and high 
numbers of vulnerable kowari.

∙ 6 ∙

Queensland’s Protected Area Strategy 2020–2030  
2021 REPORT CARD



Care

Queensland’s Protected Area Strategy 2020–2030  
2021 REPORT CARD

 — Developed future management options for northern bettong on Mount 
Spurgeon National Park in Far North Queensland.

 — Identified sites for future translocation of northern hairy-nosed wombats to 
start a third population; and working on formation of the Northern Hairy-
Nosed Wombat Recovery Group.

 — Undertook protection, monitoring and research of northern hairy-nosed 
wombats on Epping Forest National Park (Scientific) in inland Central 
Queensland.

 — Undertook protection and monitoring of bridled nailtail wallabies on 
Taunton National Park (Scientific) in eastern Central Queensland.

 — Reintroduced bilbies to Currawinya National Park in south-west 
Queensland, and formed the Queensland Bilby Recovery Group to guide 
bilby recovery in Queensland.

 — Established the Capricorn Chat Working Group with Queensland Parks and 
Wildlife Service and Partnerships Marine Parks and other stakeholders to 
guide management.

 — Led the recovery of the Nangur spiny skink through a captive breeding program.

 — Monitored the recovery of the Proserpine rock wallaby on protected areas.

 — Delivered four projects (in Queensland sections of the Gondwana World 
Heritage Area, as well as Cooloola, Bulburin and Oakview National Parks 
across South East Queensland and the Wide Bay Burnett) to support 
recovery of the most impacted threatened species following the 2019 Black 
Summer bushfires.

• Contributed survey data for two threatened species in Main Range National 
Park in the Southern Downs as part of a Scenic Rim Trail Ecotourism product.

• Completed values-based management instruments in partnership with First 
Nations peoples for:

 — Currawinya National Park—the Currawinya National Park Management Plan 
was prepared and co-designed by the Budjiti People and the Department 
of Environment and Science, establishing a shared vision for the long-term 
co-stewardship of this special area.  

 — Raine Island National Park (Scientific) in north Queensland—the Raine Island 
National Park (Scientific) Management Statement was jointly prepared by 
Wuthathi People, Meriam Nation People and the Department of Environment 
and Science, representing a shared approach to managing Country.
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• Continued to enhance fire management and risk mitigation:

 — The Fire Management Program again met its targets for the management 
of fire on parks and forests in 2020–21. Planned burns and other bushfire 
mitigation works treated 27% (target >22%) of the protection zone area on 
park and forest boundaries to minimise bushfire risk to life and property. 

 — Delivered 438 planned burns and other bushfire mitigation works to 
653,269 hectares or 5.3% (target >5%) of the park and forest estate to 
maintain environmental values and reduce impacts of bushfires. 

 — Responded to 229 bushfires across the state during the 2020 bushfire 
risk period, with the bushfire season accentuated by the Duling Bushfire 
on K’gari (Fraser Island), which was active from 14 October 2020 until 14 
December 2020. The department contributed to the Inspector-General for 
Emergency Management’s (IGEM) report into the 2020 K’gari Bushfire, and 
also undertook its own internal assessments of the fire. The department  
is leading work on 15 of the 38 IGEM report recommendations, and is 
working with Queensland Fire and Emergency Services (QFES) on a further 
seven recommendations. In line with the  report recommendations, the 
department and QFES have formally established a partnership for fire 
management on protected area estate. 

 — Developed a Fire Management Strategy (Strategy) that sets the strategic 
direction for managing fire on Queensland’s parks and forests. The Strategy 
acknowledges that First Nations peoples have managed fire over millennia 
and that as a result of the ongoing application of cultural fire, First Nations 
peoples’ heritage, knowledge, and values remain intrinsically connected to 
the health of Country. 

 — Developed a Bushfire Risk Management Framework (BRMF) that guides the 
identification, assessment, evaluation and treatment of bushfire risks to 
Queensland’s parks and forests and its neighbours. The BRMF provides a 
transparent and structured approach (in line with Australian Standards) 
to identifying bushfire risk to life, property, and other non-environmental 
assets, along with the environmental and cultural values of parks and 
forests.

 — Revised the Good Neighbour Policy for developing and sustaining positive 
relationships with neighbours and the local community to manage common 
issues across boundaries. The improved policy now acknowledges that 
First Nations peoples have rights and interests; that the Queensland 
Government can benefit from incorporating First Nations peoples’ 
knowledge in land management practices; and that First Nations peoples  
are key partners in the management of parks and forests.
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Connect

• Improved our understanding of the social and economic benefits of protected 
areas through supporting research by the University of Queensland assessing 
the value of national parks to the Queensland economy. The research estimated 
that expenditure generated by visitors to Queensland’s national parks was up 
to $2.64 billion, which in turn supported up to 17,241 Queensland jobs.

• Delivered world-class visitor experiences by completing more than 250 
projects that provided new and upgraded visitor facilities and infrastructure 
in national parks across Queensland. Major projects underway or completed 
during 2020–21 include: 

 — the new 30 kilometres Ngaro Trail on Whitsunday Island

 — upgrades to the fort walk trail on Magnetic Island

 — Revitalising the Green Mountains Campground in Lamington National Park 
in partnership with O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat—now offering a camp 
kitchen, fire pit, all accessibility access camping and safari tents, and a 
community room.

• Increased community engagement with national parks and conservation:

 — Opened two new living classrooms at David Fleay Wildlife Park on the 
Gold Coast and Walkabout Creek Discovery Centre in Brisbane to enhance 
conservation education programs, with rangers delivering daily education 
sessions that are all about changing attitudes and behaviours and 
motivating meaningful action, informed by knowledge and understanding—
Discover, Connect, Act!

 — Developed new threatened species exhibits and education programs for 
community and school groups at Daisy Hill Koala Education Centre in Brisbane.

 — Promoted World Heritage Areas, popular parks, hidden gems, park rangers 
and on-park experiences through 12 editions of the ‘Naturally Queensland’ 
e-newsletter—reaching 120,000 subscribers during 2020–21.

 — Awarded the 2020 round of Citizen Science grants with over $630,000 in 
funding committed over three years. A number of the successful projects 
support monitoring and conservation activities on public and private 
protected areas.

∙ 9 ∙

Queensland’s Protected Area Strategy 2020–2030  
2021 REPORT CARD



Progress measures

Progress measure (from the Protected 
Area Strategy)

Progress in year 1 (2020–21) 
 as at 30 September 2021

GR1 The number of investment partnerships 
to grow the protected area system.

One investment partnership contributed to 
growing the protected area system in 2020–21.

GR2 Proportion of Queensland’s land area 
secured in protected areas.

8.2 per cent of Queensland’s land area secured 
in protected areas. 

GR3 Extent of lands managed as private 
protected areas.

4,474,871 hectares of lands managed as private 
protected areas. 

CA1 Number of partnerships and 
collaborations to care for protected 
areas.

As at 30 September 2021, 28 formal partnerships 
and collaborations were in place to care for 
protected areas.*

CA2 Number of public protected areas being 
managed under the Values-Based 
Management Framework.

209 protected areas have an interim or approved 
values-based management framework Key Value 
and Level of Service Assessment guiding the 
management of park values.

CA3 Extent of private protected areas 
participating in NatureAssist small grant 
programs for effective conservation 
management.

In 2020–21, 90 private protected areas received 
small grants funding for effective conservation 
management. 
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GR = grow measures | CA = care measures | CO = connect measures

* We acknowledge that there are many other partnerships and collaborations that are not included here but are equally important 
in caring for protected areas. For the purposes of reporting against this performance measure the following types of partnerships 
and collaborations are captured, and these may be added to in future years: 

1. Number of First Nations groups with joint management arrangements in place (Cape York Peninsula Aboriginal Land) in the 
Cape York Peninsula region; North Stradbroke Island (Minjerribah) Region Indigenous Joint Management Area

2. Number of Partnership agreements supporting private protected areas to undertake land management activities to conserve 
natural and cultural values

3. Number of First Nations groups with a published co-designed values-based management framework management instrument in 
place

4. Number of other co-designed management instruments

5. Number of partnership arrangements to support development of a Healthy Country Plan

6. Number of Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) to undertake management activities on protected areas.



Progress measure (from the Protected 
Area Strategy)

Progress in year 1 (2020–21) 
 as at 30 September 2021

CO1 Increased social media engagement 
about protected areas.

In 2020–21, 442 posts were published on 
Queensland National Parks social media, which 
reached 8.1 million people. 

As at 30 September 2021:

• Queensland National Parks Facebook and 
Instagram channels have over 201,000 
combined followers.

• The Wet Tropics Management Authority 
(WTMA) Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn 
channels have over 9700 combined followers.

CO2 Upgraded visitor infrastructure and 
information at key visitor sites on public 
protected areas.

Major national park visitor infrastructure and 
information projects undertaken in 2020–21 
included $3 million to complete the new 
30 kilometres Ngaro Trail walking track on 
Whitsunday Island; and a $1.8 million upgrade to 
the Forts carpark on Magnetic Island.

CO3 Increased number of protected 
areas with published values-based 
management instruments.

28 protected areas have published values-based 
management instruments. 
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Image: Fossils along the trail in the Riversleigh World 
Heritage area, Boodjamulla (Lawn Hill) National Park. 
Photographer: Mark Nemeth 
© Queensland Government


